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“We are reaping the harvest of doctrinal
neglect. The urgency of this task
cannot be ignored. Baptists will either
recover our denominational heritage
and rebuild our docti \'ndations,
or in the next gen e will be
no authentic Ba itness”
(Dr. Albert Viohler. President of The
Southern Baptlst Theologlcal Seminary)




* What distinguishes churches of
Christ from other religious groups?

* The radical goal of restoration
“To restore the true *

of Jesus



* The New Testament contains a
general pattern of beliefs and practice
God expects every church to follow

= 1 Corinthians 14: 33-34 “As in all

the churches of the sai exomen
should keep _ in ches.

For they a ) e Q‘» v §Peak,
but shou] be in ssion, as the Law

also says.”

- Acts 14:20-23 “when they appomted
elders for them in every church...




* The New Testament contains a
general pattern of beliefs and practice
God expects every church to follow

- 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 “Now about the
collection for God’s peo hat I

told the Galati )n the
first day of e of you
should set a ney in keeping

- Acts 20:7 “on the first day of the week,
when we were gathered together to break
bread....”
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* The New Testament contains a
general pattern of beliefs and practice
God expects every church to follow
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* We're not just another denomination
either

- Matthew 16:18 “...upon this ropk |
_ Wl]l bulld my church




* In her book “The Unauthorized Guide to

Choosing a Church,” Carmen Renee
Berry rightly says that churches of Christ

- “have no central headquarters with no
idi cture at all.”

around loc3 conega ions. Other
groups agree with this idea but go right
ahead and organize denominations

anyway.”




* We're not just another denomination
either

- Matthew 16:18 “...upon this rock I
will build my church, & '
\prches of
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* Non-Denominational? Yes and No

- Every church of Christ definitely
embraces being non-denommatlonal

as part of its identity.
- We're not jus
but we’re alsc

minational,
inational




* Non-Denominational? Yes and No

- 1 Corinthians 1:10-13 “I appeal to
you, brothers, in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with
may be no
that you
_mind and

divisions athong

may be perfectly

thought.” "
- John 17:20-21"....that all of them
may be one...” ™



e Barton W. Stone and other
preachers expressed their

desire to return to primitive
Christianity in a document
called: |

. The Lasﬁ?&fﬂ
of the Springf _.55

June 28, 1804. -« -
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Last Will and Testament of the
Springfield Presbytery

« “We will, that this body die, be dissolved, and
sink into union with the Body of Christ at
large; for there is but one body, and one
Spirit, even as we are called ORG of

our calling.

o “Wewill, that the
the only sure guide tc
offended with other |
competition with it, may cast them into the fire if they
choose; for it Is better to enterinto life having one
book, than having many to be cast into hell.”
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