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A CAPPELLA MUSIC

. The Latin term “a cappella”

€3 Lk
means lIl

church’



Joseph Bingham, Church
Historian

“Music In churches is as ancient as the
apostles, but instrumental muwsic is not so.
For it IS now genera by learned

men that the use of th came into
the church around th of Thomas
Aquinc s about 1250 A.D.”

(The Anthumes of.the Christian
Church”, Vol 1, 315



The “Why” Question

* We believe God is in charge of
every element of worship, including
the use of instruments.in worship

—God alone has'  to
decide whether or se

—If he hasn’t placed any instruments
in His worship, we don’t believe we
have the authority to bring any in



Old Testament Tabernacle
Worship

When it came to the use of




Numbers 10:1-2, 8, 10

“The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Make two
silver trumpets. Of hammered work you shall
make them, and you shall use them for

summoning the congregatio or breaking
camp.....And the sons o e priests,
shall blow the trumpet 1e day of
your gladness 0, and ppomted
feasts and at the beginni your months,

-

you shall blow*he trumpets over your burnt
offerings and over the sacrifices*of your peace
offerings. They shall be‘a reminder of you
before your God: I am the LORD your God.”



Old Testament Temple
Worship

 David made some distinct

instruments



1 Chronicles 16:4-6

“Then he [David] appointed some of the Levites
as ministers before the ark of the Lord, to
Invoke, to thank, and to praise the Lord, the

God of Israel. Asaph was the f, and second
to him were Zechariah, &iramoth,
Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, bed-edom,
and Jeiel, who were to pl )s-and lyres;

Asaph was to soURd th bals, and Benaiah
and Jahaziel the priests were to blow trumpets
regularly before the ark of'the covenant of God.



1 Chronicles 23:1-5

“When David was old and full of days, he made
Solomon his son king over lIsrael. David
assembled all the leaders of Israel and the priests
and the Levites. The Levites, years old
and upward, were num ber t e total was
38,000 men. 4“T; -ﬂ-ﬁ. ty: d of these,”
David said, “shall have ework in the
house of the L 0rd, 6,000 | be officers and
judges, 4,000 gatekeepers and 4,000 shall offer
praises to the Lord with the instruments that |
have made for praise.”




Old Testament Temple
Worship

* The blg questlon is,

hy s



2 Chronicles 29:25

“And he [Hezekiah] stationed the
Levites in the house of the Lord with

to the cemm dme
the comman‘ nent



1 Chronicles 28:11-13, 19

“Then David gave Solomon his son the plan of
the vestibule of the temple, and of its houses, its
treasuries, Its upper rooms, and Its inner
chambers, and of the room f ercy seat;
and the plan of all tha &nnd for the
courts of the h ......for the

Lord...... All this he'made clear tesme In writing

from the hand of the LORD, all the work to be
done according to the plan.”



Old Testament Temple Worship

* Only God had the authority to add
those instruments

: ?edom to
mple worship,
jments were to




* Every time Temple worship was restored
in the OT, they always went back to “the
instruments of David King of Israel.”

—King Hezekiah’s temple reforms
(2 Chronicles 29: 25 -29)

— Restoration ter aby dnian captwlty
(Ezra 3:10)

—Nehemiah’s restoration (Neh. 12 24, 35-36,
45)



New Testament Christian
Worship

 Most believers from the time of the
apostles until the 19th cex

* Christian worshlpers consulted the
instructions of the apostles



New Testament Christian
Worship

* Why the change? Why did Christians
consult the apostles for directi

, n of Wbi'ship, was
permanently shelved when Jesus died
on the cross |



New Testament Christian
Worship

* In the New Testament, God
dramatically chang
people would wors m




Hebrews 9:1, 8-9

Now even the first covenant had regulations for
worship and an earthly place of holiness. The Holy
Spirit was showing by this that the way into the
Most Holy Place had not yet been isgglosed as long

as the first tabernacle was tioning. ° This
is an illustrationgfor th e, indicating
that the gifts and y«& ;_ces red were not
able to clear the cons the worshiper.

10 They are only a matter.of food and drink and
various ceremonialwashings—external
regulations applying until the time of the new
order.




New Testament Christian

Worship
* God revealed His new plans for
worship through His apes tlss

* That’s why the ,_Qarl - church “devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching”
(Acts 2:42; cff‘Eph 219; 1 Cor. 14:37-
38), instead of David’s or Moses’s
teaching



New Testament Christian
Worship

* Since God revealed His plans for

+ The NT commands Us to sing praise

to God (1 Cor. 14:Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16;
Heb. 13:15; James 5:13)



LaGard Smith

“In contrast to the many Old Testament
passages referring to musical instruments In
temple worship, in the New Testament text
not one sound of a musi tTument 1S

heard—notatrumpet tanh
quietest jingle sga tambourine!” mgmg yes
Musical Iinstru nts{no Relative to musical

instruments, there Is only an ominous
haunting silence.” (F. LaGard Smith, The
Cultural Church, p. 199)



Conclusion

o If God wanted instruments in Christian
worship, it’s reasonable to conclude that

in Christian Wrshlp, we aren’t going to
bring any In
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