9/29/13

FAMILY UPDATES
Members with health issues: Larry Addington, LaFerne Caldwell, Charlotte
Cook, Kathleen Corns, Ernest Dean, Melva Foreman, Harlon Hawkins, Kathleen Holt, Alyssa Layman, Cristin Martin, Sue Martin, Sherry Meadors, Fran
Olden, Glenna Pickel, Michael Robison, Earl Rockwell, Willie Rose, Paul
Schellhorn, Cathy Sharpe, Ann Thurman, Terry West.

“Total Surrender”
Key Idea: I dedicate my life to God’s purposes.
Mark 14:36 NLT
Father, everything is possible for you. Please take this cup of
suffering away from me. Yet I want your will, not mine.

● Surrendering Your Life Means:
A. Following God's lead without _____________________

B. Waiting for God's timing without knowing ___________
C. Expecting God’s provision without knowing __________
D. Trusting God's purpose without ____________________

- The _________________ of surrender

Baptism
Haley Babitzke: was baptized on June 24. 25306 E 63rd St., Broken Arrow, OK
74014
Prayer Requests
Denise Henderson: hospitalized for abscess in colon, trying to drain, but may need
surgery.
Boone Roberts: health
Joanie Roberts: ruptured discs in neck
Earl Rockwell: treatments for cancer; under hospice care
Terry West: Shepherd Center, 2020 Peachtree Rd NW, WFRC#010, Atlanta, Georgia 30309 for rehab for his spinal cord injury. New address.
Prayer Requests for Friends and Family
Sarah Beard: cousin, Taelor Wortham, 15 year olds cancer has returned, she is at St.
Jude’s in Memphis, TN.
Sharon Eskew: granddaughter, Brittnany Lynch, was in a bad car accident and has
had several surgeries to save her leg.
Shirley Hoppes: great granddaughter, Ember Rapp, feeding tube is out and one more
surgery to go.
Julie Migues: friend, Jason Kamalakis (visitor) , for spot behind his eye.
Thank You
Dear Crosstown Friends, Thank you for al the calls, cards, food and prayers during
my recent surgery. It is always nice to know that you have others thinking of you.
We are blessed to be a part of Crosstown. Love Maggie Prater
Address Updates
Michael Parker
5027 S 136th E Ave. Apt 604
Tulsa, Ok 74134
Invitation to Baby Shower
The Adventure begins. Please join us for Baby Shower honoring Danielle Brown,
Sunday, August 12 from 2:430-4:30 at Canyon Crossing, 1651 Old North Road, Sand
Springs, OK. Registry: Amazon, BuyBuyBaby & Target or to contribute to a group
gift, please see Joanie Roberts or Lindsey Kirkpartrick.
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This
Coming
Wednesday

Ice Cream
Social
On July 4!
We’ll kick off the evening at 7pm with
an all-church devotional. No classes;
everyone will meet in the Activity Center. Our ice cream party will follow.
Please bring ice cream to share (store
bought or homemade.
Invite your family and friends for a fun
evening of fellowship!

Invitations from Local Congregations
Area Wide Singing: Called to Worship ~ July 29th, 6pm at Park Plaza CoC—
Central 5925 E 51st St. Tulsa, OK
God’s Ultimate Woman Workshop: July 14, 9am and end with lunch, at the North
Peoria CoC, 2217 N. Peoria, Tulsa, OK. RSVP to Tenesha Mullins Burton at
918-894-8063 by July 2.

Reflect God’s Glory

Transform Lives

Share Christ
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MINISTRY UPDATES

AMONG FRIENDS with Robert
In recent weeks, no topic has seen more heated debate in our country than the
issue of immigration and what to do with families and children who illegally enter
into our country. Sadly, but also unsurprisingly, this controversy was quickly exploited for political gain.
What especially caught my attention in this recent controversy, was the US Attorney General’s reference to a Bible passage from Romans 13 about obeying the
laws of the government because God has ordained them for the purpose of order.
Whatever one may think of the current state of U.S. border enforcement, regarding Romans 13, this is something that needs a bit of clarifying. Romans 13 is part
of a broader section that describes how Christians ought to live as both citizens of
the kingdom of God and the kingdom of man. As citizens of the kingdom of God,
living in a fallen world where we will often be wronged, we ought to:
…not repay anyone evil for evil … Do not take revenge, my dear friends,
but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I
will
repay,” says the Lord. On the contrary: “If your enemy is
hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing
this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil,
but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:17, 19-21)
As Christians, we ought to respond to the great evil in this world with that which
is righteous and, specifically, with that which is merciful. Instead of repaying
wickedness with wrath, we ought to repay wickedness with tenderness.
But how, then, are evildoers to be punished? Mercy, after all, may be righteous,
but wickedness must still be stopped! And often, stopping wickedness includes
rendering judgment. This is where we can be grateful that we are also part of the
kingdom of man, where God has ordained that the government: “…is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword
for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the
wrongdoer.” (Romans 13:4)
Without question God has ordained that governmental authorities render judgments that suppress evil. For this we can and should be thankful and we must respect and be subject to our governmental authorities, as Paul directs. (Romans 13:1)
In this much, the attorney general was right. We are to obey the laws of our nation, many of which, including our immigration laws, are in place for the sake of
good order. What must not be lost in any analysis of Romans 13, however, is that
this chapter emphasizes not only the importance of people duly subjecting themselves to the authority of the government, but the importance of the government
seeking what is good and right in its formulation and implementation of legislation. Laws are not good simply because they are crafted and drafted by a government. Laws are good insofar as they comport with and do not defy the higher law
of the Lord.
As God’s servant, then, the government must seek not only to exercise power,
but to exercise power well. How can our government exercise its power well to protect its citizens against criminals like drug lords who breach our borders? How can
our government exercise its power well to respect the dignity and humanity of children who wind up, through no fault of their own, on the wrong side of the law?
Contrary to much of the quixotic political grandstanding that has surrounded our
immigration debates, these are complex questions. They are questions that deserve
our thoughtful answers.
Many in our government are struggling to craft legislation that will both secure
our borders while being compassionate towards the flood of immigrant families
who are lumbering their way across our borders. These politicians need our prayers, deserve our sober thoughtfulness, and, when required, should take seriously our
appropriate and measured calls to accountability and change.

-- Robert --

Children’s:
Bible Hour — available for 2&3-year olds and 4,5,&6-year olds in
our east wing. Children will be dismissed prior to the sermon.
Bible Basics — offered to students in grades 2-6 on the 1st & 2nd
Sundays of each month. Rm. 128. Dismissed prior to the sermon.
Today’s Volunteers — Nursery: Kay I. and Courtney M.
2&3s Bible Hour: Linsey K., Sydney S., and Jordan W.
4&5s Bible Hour: Misti B., Elysha B., and Jadah M.
Sermon Notes for Kids: a sheet for kids to use during the sermon is
provided in the Connection Books on the pew.

Food Pantry:
You may make a donation by using the ‘Food Pantry’ envelopes in
the back of the pew and placing them in the contribution plate. Or
you can donate online from our website and specify your donation is to go to the Food Pantry. We need PAPER SACKS. We
use at least 60 bags a week.

Small Groups:

Small Groups

Group Bible Study — Led by Keenan Meadors. Sundays at 4pm
(except 4th Sunday) at the church building.
Life Groups — Connect / Grow / Serve. Contact an elder, a minister,
or Chris Clayton to join a group. On the 4th Sunday of each
month, all life groups will meet at the building at 5:00pm.
Monday Night for the Master — will meet @ 3pm-7pm on July 2,
16, 30, and Aug. 13 & 27. Please text Scott Hathaway at 918896-2344 if you will be coming after 6pm.

Security:
Class ~ Louis R. Worship ~ Scott F. and Scott H.

Women’s:

Women’s Bible Study — Walking In the Light Daily. Thursdays at
9:30am. Meets in Youth Gathering Room this week.
Women’s Exercise Group — Meets Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 9:00am in the Activity Center.

Miscellaneous:
Devotional and Ice Cream Fellowship: Wednesday, July 4 at 7pm. Please bring
your favorite ice cream &/or toppings to share.
Elders / Deacons Meeting: Tuesday, July 31 at 5pm.
Mowing: adopt a weekend to mow the church lawn. Please contact James Snider
at 918-232-4732 if you can serve in this ministry or sign up in the foyer. July
and August schedule is now available.
Wednesday Night Summer Series: invitations available on the foyer table. Please
invite your friends and neighbors to join us.
VBS Craft Materials: Paper egg cartons, plastic 10oz coffee canisters, plastic icing containers, Folgers Cappuccino containers. If you buy these products and
want to donate your empty container, there is a basket available for collection
under table in the foyer, near the restrooms.
VBS Registration: (K-6th) July 29—Aug 1. Register online at
www.crosstownfamily.org or pick up a paper form available on foyer table.
Visitors: You are our honored guests. Please complete a visitor’s sheet, located inside the Connection Books that will be passed during our worship service. We
would also love to meet you at our Information Desk in the foyer where we can
answer any questions you might have.

UPCOMING EVENTS

BIRTHDAYS

7/4

Devotional and Ice Cream Social

7/1

Jack Kirkpatrick

7/6

Youth Group leaves for Mission Trip @ Jay

7/2

Esther Mitchell

7/3

Josh Addington

7/3

Elvalee Addington

7/4

Ashely Scoggins

7/6

Joe Davis

7/7

Brenda George

7/29 Sun-Wed: V.B.S. ~ Jonah: Man Overboard
8/5

All Church Fellowship

2018 Kids for Christ:
(K-5th Grade)

July 5 ~ Service Day. 10am-2:15pm at the Church Building. Bring $5
for lunch and supplies.
July 19 ~ Aberdeen Memory Care. 9am-12pm. Meet at church.
July 26 ~ Bounce U. 10:30am-1pm. Meet at the building, bring a sack
lunch, drink and $6.

Student Movement

(6th - 12th Grade)
Service Project: July 5 ~ at building and bring $5 for lunch and supplies.
Band of Brothers and You Are Enough: July 3 from 10am to 12pm at the
church building. Male/Female separate classes and then games together afterwards.
Jay Mission Trip: July 6-12. Van leaves July 6 at 6pm, eat before you come.
And returns July 12 around 5:30-6pm. Deadline to sign up is tonight. Cost
$30.
Service Projects: July 5 (10am-2:15pm), 19 (9am-12pm) , & 26 (10:30am-1pm),
July 28 (10am -TBD). Mark these dates, to earn or complete, service hours.
Girls’ Day 2018: going Deeper: All Middle and High School girls are invited on
July 21, 10am-2pm in Rm. 123. Lunch provided.
Mentor Wednesday Night Hang Out July 23 at 6pm-6:45pm. Bible class follows at 7pm.

MEETING SCHEDULE
Sunday
Bible Class . . . . . . . . . 9:15 am
Worship . . . . . . . . . . . 10:15 am

Wednesday
Bible Class . . . . . . . . . 7:00 pm
CONTACT US VIA EMAIL
> info@crosstownfamily.org
GIVE TO CROSSTOWN ONLINE
> www.crosstownfamily.org/donate
PLEASE VISIT US ONLINE
> www.crosstownfamily.org
WHERE YOU WILL FIND
• Info on events & ministries
• Our roster of elders & staff
• Sermon audio & other resources

CHURCH INFORMATION
3400 East Admiral Place
Tulsa, OK 74115-8227
Phone: 918-834-1395
CHURCH STATS
Sunday, June 24
Bible Class Total

124

Worship Total

205

Weekly Budget

$9,300

Contribution

$7,627

Contribution YTD

$222,075

Budget YTD

$232,500

Difference

($10,425)

Wednesday, June 27
Bible Class Total

83

